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FILE NO. 'E-/3~$

TOLLEFSRUD, GURI

Guri Tollefsrud was born in Hallingdahl, Norway, on December 31,
1861.

She is a daughter of Nils and Barbo (Haavelson) Tollefsrud.

Her father, Nils, was born in Hallingdahl, Norway on April 4, 1826.
Barbo (Haavelson) Tollefsrud was born in Ha1lingdahl, Norway on Feb.
3, 1835.

She was a daughter of a sohool teacher and was used to a

fine home and nioe things-.

When she married

ils Tollefsrud things

were very different as he was poor and had to work hard for his money.
nhen Nils Tollefsrud married he had bought a nice farm in Norway.
He worked hard to

pay

ground on this farm.

for it but soon they nocb1>oed a large hole in the
This hole grew deeper and larger.

disappearing and they had to sell it.

The farm was

ibey sold it, getting very lit-

tle for it and thus resulting their journey to America.
There were ten children born to Nils and Barbo (Haavelson) Tollefsrud.

Two boys named 01 e died in infancy and two boys named Haavel

died in infa.n cy.
ica.

One of these died on the ocean while coming to Amer-

The other children were:
Kary, Mrs. Hellickson, who is dead;

Gunhild, llrs.

yron formerly

of Glenwood who 1s dead; Guri of Sauk Centre; Barbo, Mrs. Jackson of
Sauk Centre;

Ole, living on the old homestead in North Fork Township,

Stearns County and Hilma, now Krs. Peterson of Minneapolis.
·hen Guri Rollefsrud was about eight or nine years old, the Tollefsrud family came to America.

Nils Tollefsrud 1 s brother lived in orth

Fork township, Stearns County an~ they were going to join him.
journey was long and tragio.
to America.

The

It took eight weeks to come from Norway

While on the ocean a great storm arose and for two days

and two nights the storm r aged.

The boat rolled on the waves, almost

.. a..
tipping over each time.
safety.

oat of the people went on the top deok for

Nils Tollefsrud and his family stayed in their part of the

ship all during the storm.

He told his children to pray.

They all

layed on the floor of the ship a.nd prayed all during the storm.
still remembers how terrible that journey was.

Guri

Each minute of the

storm it seeme~ as if the ship would be wrecked.
• hen the journey was about half over the 11 ttle boy, Haavel,
who was about a year and. a half old died on the ship.

His bo~ was

buried in the ocean.
There was plenty to eat on the ship but water was given sparingly.
Each person had to ask for a little in a cup each time they needed some.
Each family, however, brought some food with them.

hen they arrived

in America they took the train to St. Cloud, Minnesota.

Here they

stayed for a short time, and then started out for North Fork township,
with a wagon and team.
had to stop at night.

Several other families went with them.

They

The wagons were loaded with their household

goods and supplies, and so the people spread blankets on the ground
and slept there.

This was in the spring of 1872.

Nils Toilfsrud took a homestead in North Fork township.
entire life was spent on this same farm.

Their

Their daughter, Guri, and

eon Ole lived there until the fall of 1927, when Guri moved into SauJ.
Centre.

They built a log cabin in which they lived for many years.

Guri Tollefsrud said that Christmas in the early days was different
in many ways than now.

For quite a while before Ohirstmas, the whole

family prepared food and a great deal of butchering was-done.

Many

special Norwegian dishes were prepared, such as lefse, head cheese,

....

whey cheese, several kinds of breads, blood sausage and lutafish.

Krs. Toilefsrud made the candles for Christmas every year during
the first years in America just as she had done in Borway.

Their

Christmas in America was just as much like their Christmas in Norway as they could make it.

over the holidays.

A great deal of wood was chopped to last

Christmas then was celebrated until the thirteen-

the of January.

On Christmas Day the whole family went to church early

in the morning.

Gunhild Tollefsrud, a daughter was the first person

to play an organ in 1he Big Grove Church.
mas tree the first years.

They did not have a Christ-

All of their trading was done in Sauk Centre

al though most of their food was raised on the farm.

They usually had

nice weather during the holidays, a few small gifts were given to the

The Tollefsrud I s always had a lot of company

family, and not many.

during the holidays, much more than in later years.

There were a lot

of house parties and gatherings held 4ur1ng the Christmas holidays.
Another custom which was always held during Christmas was known as
Christmas fooling.

The people dressed up in costumes and went around

to the houses in the neighborhood in sleighs.
put on their harnesses.

The horses had bells

hen they oame to a place, food was given

them and everyone laughed and sang Christmas songs.
far into the night.

They would do this

Their Christmas in America was ueua1ly better

than it had been in Norway.
Nils Tollefsrud died on December 18, 1911.

Barbo (Haavelson)

Tollefsrud died on Feb. 26, 1916.
Interviewed: Kiss Guri Tollefsrud
Date: Deo. 17, 1937
By: l4elb& Peterson
Publication granted

TAKEN FROM THE LEGAL RE<llDRDS OF THE STEARNS COUNTY COURTHOUSE

FOR THE GURI TOLLEFSRUD BIOGRAPHY

ll.ARRIAGE RECORD, BOOK K, PAGE 109

Hellek A. Myron and Gunhild N. Tollefson
Married at Big Grove Church, July 17, 1888
By: Reverend Nils Giere
itnesses: Nils Tollefson and Nils Nellekson

MARRIAGE RECORD, BOOJ,B, PAGE 9199
Adolph E. Pederson and Hilma Tollfsrud
Married at Birchdale, Fep. 13, 1904

By:

Rev. N. H. Lund

"itnessee:

Mr. Louis Jackson, Mrs. Betsey Jackson

DEATH RECORD , BOOK I,. PAGE

ia,

Line 367

_B arbo Tolefsrud born in Norway, Karch 3, 1835

Daughter of HovaJ. Knudson and Huneld Haraldson
Died Feb. 26, 1916
Age 80 years, 11 months, 24 days

DEATH BEOORD, BOOK D, PAGE 34, Line 4
Nels Tolefsru.d born in Norway, April 4, 1 826
Son of Ole Tolefsrud and Karie Tolefsrud
Died December a, 1911
Age 85 years, 8 months, 14 days
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